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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTI ONS ABOUT REACH 

 

1. What is REACH? 
 The European Uni on ( EU)  regul atory program entitl ed Regi strati on, Evaluati on, 

Aut hori zati on, and Restricti on of Che mi cal s i s referred to as REACH.  

 

2. What che mi cal s are subj ect to REACH regulati on?  

 All substances ( che mi cals) manuf act ured i n or i mported i nto the EU i n amounts greater 

than 1 metri c ton per year are subj ect to REACH.  Al so che mi cal s i n arti cles whi ch are 
desi gned to be rel eased duri ng use are subj ect to REACH regi strati on. Substances are 

subj ect to REACH regi strati on, NOT products, as a product may contai n more than one 

substance, and all of its substances will be requi red to be REACH pre-registered and 

regi stered.  

 
3. As a non- EU company, why shoul d I care?  

 Even t hough you mi ght be establi shed i n a non-EU country, at l east so me of your 

busi ness part ners ( or your busi ness part ners’  part ners) may be based i n the European 

Uni on.  Theref ore, whil e i mpl e ment ati on of REACH may be out of your di rect li ne of si ght, 

you still need to pay attenti on to the detail s of this regul ati on because someone 

downstream i n your sal es chai n mi ght be affected, whi ch woul d i mpact you di rectl y.  
 

4. Who has to register substances?  

 Onl y a nat ural or l egal person establi shed wit hi n the EU can be a regi strant. Regi strati on 

must take pl ace when t his person:  

  ( 1) manuf act ures a substance wit hi n the EU,  
  ( 2) is responsi bl e for i mport i nto the EU or  

  ( 3) has been appoi nted as an onl y represent ati ve ( OR) by a non- EU manuf act urer 

 or producer accordi ng to Arti cl e 8 of the REACH Regul ati on.  

 The nati onal l aw of each EU Me mber State provi des the specifi c provi si ons concerni ng 

nat ural or l egal personal ity and when such a natural or l egal person i s establi shed i n its 

territory.  
 

5. What are the obligations of non- EU companies?  

 Non- Co mmuni ty manuf act urers do not have direct obli gati ons under the REACH 

Regul ati on. It is the i mporter establi shed wit hi n the Co mmuni ty, who must co mpl y wit h 

the REACH obli gati ons. Accordi ng to Arti cl e 3 ( 9) of the REACH Regul ati on, a 
manuf act urer means any nat ural or l egal person establi shed wit hi n the EU who 

manuf act ures a substance wit hi n the EU. Non EU co mpani es exporti ng subst ances on 

thei r own, i n preparati ons or i n arti cl es to the EU may ( but are not obli ged to) appoi nt an 

“onl y representati ve” accordi ng to Arti cl e 8 of the REACH Regul ati on to f ulfill the 

obli gati ons of thei r i mporters. 

  
6. Who can appoi nt an onl y representati ve?  

 Accordi ng to Arti cl e 8 ( 1) of the REACH Regul ati on, a l egal or nat ural person t hat 

manuf act ures a substance (to be used on its own, i n preparati ons and/or to produce 

arti cl es), for mul ates preparati ons or, if the substances i n thei r arti cl es are requi red to be 

regi stered, produces articl es, outsi de of the EU can no mi nate an onl y representati ve 
located wit hi n the EU to carry out the requi red regi strati on of thei r substances that are 

i mported i nto the EU. The onl y represent ati ve will have to f ulfill the regi strati on 

obli gati ons of i mporters (Ti tl e II of REACH) and compl y wit h all ot her obli gati ons of 

i mporters under the REACH Regul ati on.  

 

7. Can Brenntag appoi nt an OR and register the substances they sell me?  
 Di stri butors are not all owed to appoi nt an OR, see the answer to the previ ous questi on.  
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8 Who can be appoi nted as an onl y representative?  

 A non- EU co mpany may,  by mut ual agree ment, appoi nt a nat ural or l egal person 

establi shed i n the European Co mmuni ty to act as hi s onl y represent ati ve. Accordi ng to 
Arti cl e 8 ( 2) of the REACH Regul ati on t hi s representati ve shall co mpl y with all obli gati ons 

of i mporters under the REACH Regul ati on. Therefore the onl y represent ative i s requi red to 

have suffi ci ent background i n the practi cal handl i ng of substances and t he i nf or mati on 

rel ated to the m.  

 

9. How can I get my substances registered?  
 Brennt ag reco mmends that compani es exporti ng to the EU appoi nt an OR or use their 

i mporter of record to do the regi strati on. Brennt ag REACH coordi nators can suppl y 

custo mers wit h contact inf or mati on f or possi bl e ORs and di scuss the advant ages of 

appoi nti ng one.  

 
10. If my manuf acturer pre-registers a substance I use, does that cover me?  

 No, your REACH obli gations will not be auto maticall y sati sfi ed if your suppli er pre-

regi sters. Thei r regi stration i s specific to the substance and tonnage they send i nto the EU 

and does not anti ci pate or i ncl ude custo mer exports unl ess they specifi call y agree to f ulfill 

a custo mer’ s REACH obligati ons.  

 
11. What are the deadlines for acti vities under REACH?  

 Pre-regi strati on of substances begi ns June 1, 2008 and ends Nove mber 30, 2008.  After 

pre-regi strati on, there i s a phase i n peri od f or submi tti ng regi strati on dossiers. The 

submi ssi on dates are dependant upon tonnage imported i nto the EU. They are:  

  ( 1) Vol ume greater than 1000 tons per year by Nove mber 30, 2010  
  Carci nogens, Mut agens and Reproducti ve Toxi ns greater than 1 ton per year by 

 Nove mber 30, 2010 

Substances whi ch are very toxi c to aquati c organis m greater than 100 tons per  

year by Nove mber 30, 2010  

( 2) Vol ume greater than 100 tons per year by May 31, 2013  

( 3) Vol ume greater than 1 ton per year by May 31, 2018  
 

12. What happens if a substance is not pre-registered?  

If a co mpany does not pre-regi ster the substance(s) it exports to the EU, it will be requi red 

to stop marketi ng the substance( s) i n the EU on Dece mber 1, 2008. A f ull regi strati on 

dossi er must then be sub mi tted bef ore the company can resume marketing t he 
substance( s) i n the EU.  

 

13. What does pre-registrati on entail ?  

The pre-regi strati on f orm requi res the na me of the substance, the CAS and EI NECS 

numbers, the tonnage exported (i mported), the expected regi strati on date and cont act 

i nf or mati on f or the i ndi vidual responsi bl e for registrati on. There are no EU f ees requi red 
for pre-regi strati on, and there i s no requi re ment to subsequentl y regi ster a substance that 

has been pre-regi stered.  

 

14. Are there exe mpti ons from registrati on?  

Exe mpti ons fro m regi strati on i ncl ude certai n naturall y occurri ng substances, 
phar maceuti cal s, and f ood products. The compl ete lists of exe mpti ons are detail ed i n 

Arti cl e 2, Annex I V, and Annex V of the REACH Regul ati on.  

 

15. Do I have to register pol ymers?  

Pol y mers do not have to be regi stered accordi ng to Arti cl e 2 ( 9) of the REACH Regul ati on, 

but accordi ng to Arti cl e 6( 3), the mono mer substance( s) and ot her substances of the 
pol y mers are to be regi stered if bot h the f oll owi ng conditi ons are met: the pol y mer consi sts 

of 2 % wei ght by wei ght (w/w) or more of such mono mer substance( s) or other 
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substance( s) i n the f or m of mono meri c units and che mi call y bound substance( s) and t he 

total quantity of such mono mer substance( s) or ot her substance( s) makes up 1 ton or 

more per year. The total quantity i n thi s context is the total quantity of mono mer or ot her 
substance endi ng up i n the fi nal pol y mer either unbound or che mi call y bound to the 

pol y mer.  

 

16. What happens after pre-registrati on?  

After pre-regi strati on, all of the persons who pre-regi stered the same substance will be 

pl aced i n cont act wit h each ot her and will beco me part of a Substance I nf or mati on 
Exchange Forum ( SEI F).  The purpose of the SEI F is to share data and to prepare a 

“ master” regi strati on dossi er whi ch can be referenced by ot her regi strants. Fees f or SEI F 

admi ni strati on and re munerati on of those who contri bute data will be deci ded by each 

i ndi vi dual SEI F.  

 
17. What does registration entail ?  

Regi strati on requi res preparati on of a regi strati on dossi er. The contents of the dossi er will 

be deter mi ned by the hazard cl ass of the substance and by the tonnage of the regi strant. 

So me of the requi re ments are: physi cal characteristi cs of the substance, hazard 

characteri sti cs of the substance, effects upon humans and t he envi ronment, uses of the 

substance, and possi bl y ri sk and worker exposure scenari os i ncl udi ng reco mmended ri sk 
mi ti gati on measures.  

 

18. Who is responsi bl e for the enf orce ment of REACH?  

I n accordance wit h Arti cles 125 and 126 of the REACH Regul ati on, by Dece mber 1, 2008, 

EU Me mber States are responsi bl e for prepari ng nati onal provi si ons defi ning control s and 
sancti ons f or non-co mpliance wit h the REACH Regul ati on. Because enf orce ment i s not 

expected to be unif or m, a co mpany exporti ng to several different EU countri es may have 

several different requi reme nts f or de monstrati ng co mpli ance. I mporters shoul d be 

consulted f or the requi reme nts of the countri es where they operate.  

 

19. Where can I get further i nfor mati on?  
Gui dance documents are avail abl e at the web site of the European Che mi cal s Agency  

( http: //echa. europa. eu/)  and i nf or mati on i s al so avail abl e at the web site of the European 

Che mi cal s Bureau ( http://ecb.jrc.it/).  

 

20. What about i nfor mati on on manuf acturers web sites?  
I nf or mati on on manuf acturer’ s web sites may only appl y to thei r EU customers. If you are 

goi ng to thei r web sites, you shoul d try to deter mi ne whet her or not they are deali ng wit h 

EU custo mers or non- EU custo mers. Pre-regi strati on and regi strati on i n the EU will not 

necessaril y hel p non- EU co mpani es.  

 

21. Who do I contact at Brenntag for assistance?  
You shoul d contact your sal es prof essi onal or custo mer servi ce and ask for the REACH 

Coordi nator.  


